CONTINUED   PROGRESS  IN  ENGLAND

century intelligence.    Laughed at, it laughs back ; scorned,
it gives back scorn for scorn.

In 18813 Light, a high-class weekly Spiritualist
newspaper, was begun, and 1882 saw the formation
of the Society for Psychical Research.

Speaking generally, it may be said that the atti-
tude of organized science during these thirty years was
as unreasonable and unscientific as that of Galileo's
cardinals, and that if there had been a Scientific In-
quisition, it would have brought its terrors to bear
upon the new knowledge. No serious attempt of any
sort, up to the formation of the S.P.R. was made to
understand or explain a matter which was engaging
the attention of millions of minds. Faraday in 1853
put forward the theory that table-moving was caused
by muscular pressure, which may be true enough in
some cases, but bears no relation to the levitation
of tables, and in any case applies only to the one
limited class of psychic phenomena. The usual
" scientific " objection was that nothing occurred at
all, which neglected the testimony of thousands of
credible witnesses. Others argued that what did
happen was capable of being exposed by a conjurer,
and any clumsy imitation such as Maskelyne's parody
of the Davenports was eagerly hailed as an exposure,
with no reference to the fact that the whole mental
side of the question with its overwhelming evidence
was untouched thereby.

The " religious " people, furious at being shaken
out of their time-honoured ruts, were ready, like
savages, to ascribe any new thing to the devil. Roman
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